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APPLICATION TO REPRESENT WALES AT THE

2012 WORLD SCHOOLS DEBATING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Cape Town, South Africa – 17 to 27 January 2012
CEWC-Cymru invites students from any secondary school or college in Wales to apply for the chance to represent Wales at the 2012 World Schools Debating Championships. 

To apply, please read the information below and return the form to naomiblight@wcia.org.uk or CEWC-Cymru, Temple of Peace, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3AP.

Information

We are selecting four debaters to represent Wales at the next World Schools Debating Championships in Cape Town, South Africa 17-27 January 2012.

If you are a keen debater, the World Championships represent a fantastic opportunity that you will never forget! You will meet young people from over 40 countries, enjoy unique cultural experiences, and compete as part of Team Wales – continuing a proud history that has seen us participate in every World Championships since 1992.

Many past participants have seen the World Championships as one of the best experiences of their lives. Taking part in the coaching process and competition will really enhance your communication, teamwork and thinking skills, and is a tremendous achievement to include on your UCAS application and CV.
Of course, such a great opportunity requires a lot of hard work – so please read the rest of this form carefully and make sure you are able to commit.

Good luck!
Application process

· All interested students are required to submit their application form by Friday 21 October.

· From the applications received, CEWC-Cymru will select up to 16 students to take part in a Team Selection Weekend in Cardiff on 5 & 6 November 2011. Full details will be provided if your application is successful.

· We will inform the four successful students on 6 November. After that, your parents (or you, if you are 18 or over) will be required to sign a detailed consent form before we can confirm your place on the team.
Conditions of team membership
You are welcome to apply for a place on Team Wales if you can fulfil all of the following criteria:
Rules of the World Schools Debating Championships

· You must have reached your 14th birthday by 17 January, and must not have reached your 20th birthday by 27 January.
· You must have been a full-time school/college student in Wales within 6 months of the Championships start date (17 January), and must not have begun a degree or other tertiary qualification.

Requirements of CEWC-Cymru

You must:
· Have some previous experience of competitive debating.

· Be able to take part in the full Selection Weekend on 5 & 6 November.

· Commit to taking part in at least 5 full weekends of training, taking place in Cardiff between the Selection Weekend and the start of the Championships. This will include training sessions during the Christmas holiday period. (We may be able to help with your travel expenses if you live a long way from Cardiff.)

· Commit to doing additional ‘homework’ in preparation for debate motions.

· Contribute at least £500 towards the estimated £1,400 that your participation will cost (including flights, accommodation, meals, tournament registration and training costs). This can include contributions from your family, school and local fundraising efforts. CEWC-Cymru will contribute the remainder of the funding.

· Have the consent of your parents and school headteacher/college principal to participate (indicated by their signature on the attached form).
If you are concerned about any of these requirements, please contact us before deciding whether to apply on 029 2022 8549 or naomiblight@wcia.org.uk.
This form is also available as a Word document at 
www.cewc-cymru.org.uk/debating
Application form

Please return to by Friday 21 October 2011 to:

CEWC-Cymru, Temple of Peace, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3AP

Fax: 029 2064 0333   E-mail: cewc@wcia.org.uk

To be completed by debater:

1. Personal details

Name: ________________________________________________________________

School/college: _________________________________________________________

Home address: _________________________________________________________

_________________________________ E-mail: _______________________________

Tel. no.: ____________________________ Mobile: ____________________________
2. Debating experience

Please list your previous debating experience here, including competitions and any activities in your school.

3. Personal qualities

Tell us what you think you would bring to Team Wales that would help our chances at the World Schools Debating Championships.
4. Why are you applying?
Tell us why you would like to be a member of Team Wales.
5. Show us how you think!

Please complete the following questions (without help from friends or parents) to help us understand how you reason as a debater.

i. Imagine someone says this in a debate:
“The Proposition keeps talking about climate change as if it has been proven. But this is just their opinion, as some scientists disagree about climate change.”

Why is this argument flawed?

ii. Imagine you are the 1st Proposition speaker for this motion:

“This House believes that schools have a moral duty to provide sex education”
Tell us how you would define this motion so that everyone clearly understands what the debate will be about.

iii. Imagine you use this argument in a debate:
““History shows us that we need to be cautious about welcoming all scientific developments with open arms.”

Give 1 specific example of this, and explain it in 2 or 3 sentences.

iv. You are proposing this motion:
“This House believes that fast food companies should compensate people for damaging their health”

Outline the 3 basic arguments you would use to propose this motion, in order of priority.
Argument 1:
Argument 2:
Argument 3:
6. Finally, please sign this declaration:

I confirm that I have read the information on pages 1 and 2. I fulfil all of the conditions required for team membership and, if selected for the team, I am fully committed to the World Schools Debating Championships training and participation process.






Signature: _______________________________
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To be completed by parent/guardian if debater is under 18:





Name: ________________________________ Relation: ______________________





Address: ____________________________________________________________





______________________________ E-mail: _______________________________





Tel. no.:____________________________ Mobile: ___________________________








I confirm that I have read the information on pages 1 and 2, and I am happy with the arrangements outlined by CEWC-Cymru for my son/daughter’s possible participation in the World Schools Debating Championships.





					Signature: _____________________________














To be completed by headteacher/principal:





I confirm that I have read the information on pages 1 and 2, and I am happy for the student named above to participate in the World Schools Debating Championships under the arrangements outlined by CEWC-Cymru.





Name: ________________________   Signature: __________________________
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